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“Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I am married unto 
you: and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will 
bring you to Zion: And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, 
which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.”—JER. 3: 14, 15. 
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MORMONISM IN SALT LAKE. 


GRAPHIC Story or THE GrowTH or THIS PorTRAITS OF 
LEADERS BY Rev. CoRNELL. 


Tue following account of a visit to Salt Lake City appeared in The 
Commonwealth, published at Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin, and gives the views 
of a minister well known in that State. It was illustrated by an excellent 
cut of the Temple and Tabernacle. While the writer has made a few mis- 
takes, his intention was evidently to speak of things and people there as 
he found them without regard to what any one might think of his candor: 


I am sitting on top of Red Butte mountain, many thousand feet above 
the level of a valley stretching twenty miles to the south, sixty to the 
north, and sixty to the west. At the base of this mountain the portals 
of Emigration canyon, standing widely apart, furnish an escape for the 
cool breath of the Wasatch range of mountains, as it pours itself like a 
mild sea breeze over all the valley. Surely this is historic ground so full 
of living history that the past and present live together, and do not seem 
separated by time, events or persons. All that has ever been here seems 
now a living part of what is. 

Under the magic influence of “Mormonism” as you see it from the top 
of this great old mountain, Brigham Young and the pioneers, appear still 
to be active personalities in the daily events of this old renowned valley. 
The shadow of my uplifted right hand, as I sit on Red-Butte’s crowning 
summit, covers the very spot where Brigham Young and the pioneers 
emerged from the fastness of the mountains, and came to the end of their 
tedious journey from Nauvoo to the valley of Great Salt Lake. There 
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they stand, upon a gentle eminence, one hundred and forty-three of them, 
in July of 1847. Beneath them is the volley upon which they are to settle 
and make for themselves homes, which are destined to multiply into 
numbers so great as to constitute one of the largest and most aggressive 
religious bodies of America, and to be able to absolutely control, politically, 
socially, financially, religiously and educationally the whole machinery of 
one of our richest western States. 

It is difficult to believe as true, that which my eyes now rest upon. But 
a little more than fifty years ago this valley contained nothing but a 
wilderness of sage-brush, swamp and alkali deposits. Wild animals of 
every description found in this valley an uncongenial habitation, because 
of its absolute barrenness. But now, as I write, the setting sun throws 
its light upon the famous sheet of water known as Great Salt Lake, and 
streaming over the valley to the eastward, bathes the temple court of 
“Mormonism,” and flushes the golden form of the angel Moroni, until 
his statue on the highest minaret of the “Mormon” temple looks more 
like an angel of fire descended from the heavens above, than the crystal- 
lized genius of religious fanaticism. 

This “Mormon” temple is more curious, unique and beautiful in archi- 
tectural structure, perhaps, than any other building in America. Nor is 
this all. It isat the seme time the Holy of Holies of the most peculiar, 
most dearly loved, most thoroughly hated religious body that has ever 
asked for consideration under the Stars and Stripes. Within the sacred 
precincts of this mysterious temple no Gentile has ever, or ever can, enter, 
and no “Mormon” ever has, or ever can, step upon its sacred floor, unless 
his outward life corresponds to the highest mark on the guage of Mor- 
mon” faith and practices. 

Forty long years were required to construct it, out of the grey granite 
bosom of Utah, and by “Mormon” hands. No man has ever known the 
cost of this remarkable building. The nearest approach that a Gentile 
can make is that which may easily be obtained within the Temple court, 
which consists of a near approach to its outer walls. I shall not attempt 
to describe it as I see it and think of it, but refer you to the many written 
accounts and the cuts, seen in all “Mormon” and railway literature re- 
lating to this section of the State of Utah, some of which accompanies 
this article. | 

Behind the Temple to the west but a few feet stands, as you see, the 
famous “Mormon” Tabernacle. It was my privilege to attend services in 
this Tabernacle during the Semi-annual Conference Sabbath at which 
time [ saw “Mormonism” aggregated and congregated. I had also the 
privilege of listening to the greatest living men of “Mormonism,” Franklin 
Richards, the historian of the Church; Geo. Q. Cannon, president; Joseph 
F. Smith, a nephew of the founder of the Church; President Lorenzo 
Snow, the present head of “Mormonism ;” and Brigham Young, Jr. The 
limits of this article will not admit of a character sketch of either of these 
men, but there is room enough for me to say, that for culture, breadth of 
intellect and eminent success, few men, perhaps none living among the 
“Mormons” now, can be found their equals. 
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I met these officers of the Church in the ancient throne room of Mor- 
monism,” a small building connecting the Beehive and the Lion houses, 
which houses constituted the home of Brigham Young, with his many 
wives and children. There is always a feeling of disgust in the heart of 
the average Gentile, as he comes in close contact with the living person of 
a “Mormon” for the first time. I had met “Mormons” before, but now I 
was about to meet the great mouthpiece of “Mormonism,” the Prophet, 
Seer and Revelator of the Church, President Lorenzo Snow. 

Bearing a letter of introduction to him from a friendly “Mormon” 
Elder, my courage was stimulated, and I actually endured the ordeal 
of crossing the threshold between the outer hall and the inner sanctorum 
of the general officer of the “Mormon” Church without a faint. I was 
taken into his august presence by his courteous and experienced secretary, 
and found myself shaking hands with one of the most congenial and lov- 
able men I ever met—a man who has the peculiar ability to dispossess one 
at once of all uneasiness in his presence—a master in the art of conversa- 
tion, with a rare genius, enabling him to make you feel a restful welcome 
in his society. | 

President Snow is a cultured man, in mind and soul and body. His 
language is choice, diplomatic, friendly, scholarly. His mannerisms show 
the studied grace of schools. The tenor of his spirit is as gentle as a child. 
You are introduced to him. You are pleased with him. You converse 
with him, you like him. You visit with him long, you love him. And yet, 
he is a “Mormon!” Well, if “Mormonism” ever succeeds in making a 
coarse, brutal man of President Snow, it has much indeed to do. If 
“Mormonism” has been the moulding force which has given to the world 
a man quiet in spirit, so possessed as he is, and accomplished in intellect, 
there must certainly be something in “Mormonism” good after all. 

In the midst of our conversation, an august personage, short, thick-set, 
ruddy countenace, a glistening black eye and nervous movement of person, 
entered the room, and changed completely the line of conversation and 
the whole mental atmosphere. This is George Q. Cannon, ex- United States 
Senator. From the sole of his feet to the top of his head, he is a business 
man. There is nothing in the business world that he has not the ability 
to do. He is a man with the peculiar qualities within him that forces 
success. I heard him preach. It was an able defense of “Mormonism”— 
a graphic recapitulation of “Mormon” history. 

Joseph Smith and Brigham Young both have their desks in the same 
room with President Lorenzo Snow. These are two mighty men in Mor- 
monism,” and in the State of Utah. These are the men, the four whom I 
have last mentioned, that guide the “Mormon” ship of State. As they 
look out from their office windows, what a transformation their eyes be- 
hold. All of these men, with one exception, Brigham Young, Jr., came 
into this valley by the sideof Brigham Young. They have been associated 
with the interests of the Church from the early Nauvoo days. They have 
gone through the dire persecutions with which the Church has had to do, 
and they have shared alike all its success and its honor. Around them the 
busy city of Salt Lake sings its ceaseless song of commerce. Through the 
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streets which already seem ancient, they watch the endless train of Mor- 
mon” emigrants passing to the north or to the south, to Jocate on some 
fertile spot on the frontier, protected and guarded by the interest and love 
of the Church. Through their halls and through their streets, through 
their buildings and around their homes, the tourist curiosity hunter keeps 
up his everlasting tramp. 

Salt Lake City to-day is the most novel city in America. It furnishes 
more living attractions for the tourist and for the pleasure seeker, than 
any other city on the continent. People from all over the globe visit this 
city to see the “Mormons” as they live in their homes. It seems impossi- 
ble that a religion, such as “Mormonism” is could ever secure any con- 
siderable following; but when we see the material evidences of the religion 
itself, we can but recognize its claim to success. From the day in which 
the Church was organized, in the month of April, 1830, until the present 
year and day of grace, no Church has been so vigorous and self-sacrificing 
in its missionary efforts, and no denomination in America has been so 
successful. Success! Is my reader surprised when I use this word in con- 
nection with “Mormonism?” Are these eyes Methodist eyes, or Presby- 
terian, or Baptist, or Catholic eyes, now following these lines, and are you 
pained and surprised to hear me say that “Mormonism” has succeeded 
beyond any of our denominations? Whatever may be the effect of this 
statement upon you, it is nevertheless true. 1 give you as a confirmation 
of my statement, a clipping from the Chicago Sunday Tribune of April 23: 

“So quietly does the ‘Mormon’ Church carry on its work of proselyting 
that few people are aware of its present strength or of its enormous 
growth in the last few years. The census of 1890 reports 1,058 ‘Mormon’ 
communicants in Nebraska, 1,106 in Kansas, 1,336 in Wyoming, 1,396 in 
California, 1,540 in Michigan, 1,762 in Colorado, 5,303 in Iowa, 6,500 in 
Arizona, 14,972 in Idaho. In Utah the ‘Mormons’ are about three-fifths 
of the entire population, which is 280,000.” 

In 1897, (the last year for which we have ‘ Mormon” statistics) the 
Congregational churches gained about 12,600, the Presbyterian about 
17,000, the Methodist Episcopal about 19,700, the “Mormon” 63,000. With 
a membership only one-fifteenth part as large as these three denomina- 
tions, the “Mormon” Church gained some 13,000 more than all of them 
put together. 

This remarkable growth is to be accounted for largely by the fact that 
the “Mormons” have some 1,700 missionaries scattered over the country 
who are going from house to house to make proselytes. 

These missionaries have gone into nearly every Northwestern, Eastern 
and Western State. At the annual conference of the “Mormon” Church 
in Salt Lake City in April, 1898, the statement was made that in 1897 
these missionaries had secured over 63,000 converts. As a result of this 
work the “Mormon” Church has congregations and centers of influence 
in many of the Eastern and Southern cities. In Chicago there is a Church 
on North avenue near Western. Within two weeks a dispatch has been 
printed stating that the “Mormon” Elders are making a house to house 
canvass of Freeport, Lil. 
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The methods in which these “Mormon” missionaries work is interesting. 

“When they are ready to ‘work’ or to ‘tract’ a community,” says the 
Rev. William R. Campbell, who has spent twelve years in Utah, “they 
generally plan to visit systematically from house to house, aiming to call 
at least three times at each house at short intervals of a day or a week or 
two, depending somewhat upon circumstances and upon the degree of 
interest or repugnance manifested by the persons visited,” 

The above is enough in itself to arouse the sprit of toil and sacrifice in 
the persons of every Roman Catholic or Protestant. We are made to 
wonder what will come of it all. If the “Mormons” were to answer the 
question they would say: “What is to come of it all? Everything is yet 
to become ‘Mormonism.’” It is their faith as well as their hope, and these 
two are supplemented by their united effort to sink every other form of 
Christianity on this continent into their religious body. If we ask our- 
selves how long it will take them to do it, I can answer approximately, 
that at the present rate of increase over all Protestantism and Roman 
Catholicism, another one hundred years will make of America and Ameri- 
can Protestantism and American Roman Catholicism, one “Mormon” 
camp. This seems impossible, I know, to you, but wil] you please explain 
to me how “Mormonism,” with the ability to make 13,000 converts more 
in one year than all combined Protestantism, can fail, ultimately, to 
swallow up the entire Protestantism and the Roman Catholic church? 
You say, never! But, my friendly readers, the figures quoted above but 
express facts, and the facts are that “Mormonism” is outstripping all the 
religious bodies in this country, and if she continues so to do there is no- 
thing but universal, ultimate success to crown her efforts. What can be 
done to stop this tide of increase in the “Mormon” Church? Ah, God 
only knows; preachers and statesmen do not. 

Rev. W. D. 


QUIET CHATS. No. 1. 


THe PERSONALITY OF GoD. 


Mr. Waite. Good evening! Mr. Binks. 
Me. Buvxs. Good evening! You see I have come according to promise 


and your kindly invitation to talk over, or interchange opinions in regard 


to religious matters. 

Mr. W. Well, I am very glad to see you, still I have understood that 
you are not a religionist but a freethinker, and in a general sense indepen- 
dent, neither a follower nor being followed. 

Mr. B. I hardly approve of the latter part of your remark, for we all 
have influence at home or abroad; some one is affected by our thought 
and our example, therefore, I hold that it is more than an individual 
matter. Might I ask you if you have any family! 

Mr. W. I am happy to say that I have, and that my wife is a first class 
woman, my two sons and three daughters are reputable and devoted, and 
as I think they are probably beyond the average, whether in society or at 


| 
„„— 


582 LATTER DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


home. And you, as I remember, have some family too, even if few in 
number. 

Mr. B. Of course I have, I think man generally should at least keep 
up the number of his race, so I have one of each; that, however, is as much 
variety as the largest can possess. I have many friends as well. 

Mr. W. I am really glad to hear this, for I thought possibly you and 
yours had become isolated because of your liberal views. 

Mr. B. No! not much; besides I allow, if I don’t actively encourage, 
my family to make a profession of religion if they are so disposed, if only 
for its preservative character. 

Mr. W. So you think there is something in profession any way, what- 
ever there may be in possession? 

Mr. B. Well I am not a religionist because I have seen much and read 
more of the contention, bitterness and strife growing out of this than out 
of any other thing. 

Mr. W. So be it, but how does that militate against religion itself? or 
do you hold that religion is founded on human nature! 

Mr. B. As to that, I have often cherished the idea that it was really a 
necessity of man’s organization. 

Mr. W. You are right in that, but did you ever reflect that if the 
religious sentiment is natural to man, man’s Creator must have supplied 
somewhere the necessary means for its cultivation and its proper and 
successful direction. 

Mr. B. I had not philosophised upon it in that way, but as there is in 
existence, provision made for all man’s common needs, it might easily be 
presumed that.there must be provision for the religious section of man’s 
organization also. 

Mr. W. That is undoubtedly logical, but nature does not appear to 
demand that class of supply so much as it does in regard to natural or 
temporal things. 

Mr. B. My friend, you strike the right chord there, for all strings do 
not vibrate in unison as they do in regard to food, clothing and shelter. 
You know that these things are the first essentials of life, but mental and 
spiritual culture come or are needed as the man or woman is developed. 

Mr. W. We have no argument on that; you have concluded that the 
religious instinct, aspiration, sentiment or drift toward religious practice 
and expression is not a forced or temporary feature of his nature. 

Mn. B. I am perfectly willing to admit this because, if this were not 
a primitive and normal attribute, I doubt whether it could be implanted 
or established as an integral part of man. 

Mr. W. You are an apt or thinking student, for no human wisdom, no 
friction of life, no influence of schools, no form of teaching can engraft 
on to man as he is, any new attribute or characteristic, all that can be done 
is to arrest, warp or pervert faculties already existent, or these can be culti- 
vated, developed, rendered more active for good or evil, but they can never 
be created or imposed upon an organization already pronounced of His 
Creator as very good. 

Mr. B. There I am in conflict with you on one point, man’s creation 
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is an enigma, and as to his creator, I know man only as the product of 
generation. 

MI. W. Indeed! then vou are not in any degree a Bible student, or a 
believer in the Divine origin of man as recorded in that ancient book. 

Mr. B. It is many years since I read the Bible, and controversy as to 
the truth thereof is and has been common for generations, even Divines (1) 
have never been able to give more than a misty incomprehensible defini- 
tion of the term God, and then their explanations are verbose, contradic- 
tory and beyond the pale of reason, they belong in fact to that mysticism, 
which the comman man may not, neither can understand. 

Mr. W. It is quite true that men innumerable have “darkened counsel 
by words,” but itis equally true that man by wisdom knows not God; 
neither can He be discovered by the learning of the world. 

Mn. B. O that makes Him too far off for my use or comprehension, 
and therefore [ know not whether He is or otherwise. 

Mn. W. Nor will you know until you return to the Scriptures, and take 
the plain unvarnished record as it is, then you will find some light at least, 
and the introductory understanding may be followed by deeper and 
grander faith and knowledge, for it is said that “to know God and Jesus 
Christ whom he hath sent is eternal life.” | 

Mr. B. Oh! you are too fast for me altogether, according to religious 
reckoning the world was four thousand years old when that was said, and 
a knowledge of God was as much needed in the early ages as in the latter 
times, if knowledge was of value to men at all. 

Mr. W. Thank you! I am glad you recalled me, as the more ancient 
history is quite as clear as to God, His form, His character, His ways as 
any later revelation, and the very first chapter of Genesis tells enough of 
the Divine being to enable man to comprehend Him in part at least. 

Mn. B. Ah! but the scholars, Divines and learned men have said that 
He is “incomprehensible,” and the old Church in which my father and 
mother lived and died and in which I was taught and raised makes this 
knowledge beyond all human understanding. 

Mr. W. Ob! that is only the mysticism of scholastic speculation and 
schools of perverted theology wherein men may grope as the blind man 
gropeth for a wall and never able to find it. Did I understand you to say 
that you were raised in the Mother Church? 

Mr. B. Surely not! my family have belonged to the respectable and 
venerable Established Church. No, no, no popery in mine, I tell you. 

Mr. W. Well of course you are familiar with the ideas of the Deity, as 
expressed in the Prayer Book used by the Church of your fathers? 

Me. B. I am not sure, but if you can quote it, I will answer freely 
although | do not claim to be positive as to that. 

[TO BE CONTINUED.] 


— — 


Tun soul of music slumbers in the shell, 

Till waked and kindled by the master’s spell: 
And feeling hearts, touch them but rightly, pour 
A thousand melodies unheard before |” 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1899. 


THE OPERATIONS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 


Ir is a fearful thing to go through life destitute of hope, seeing nothing 
only what is visible to the natural eye, knowing none but worldly enjoy- 
ments, meeting with worldly cares and troubles, with no end in sight but 
death with all its gloom and terror, with not one ray of light coming 
from the blackness beyond the tomb. This condition is not the normal 
condition of mankind, but is brought about by man’s perverseness in re- 
jecting the conditions upon which light, faith and hope may be obtained. 
Light has come into the world, but the world perceives it not because of a 
perverse determination to close the eyes when looking in the direction of 
that light. 

As the light of the lamp will brighten a room, as the electric light will 
make clearly visible distant objects, as the light of the sun will illuminate 
the world, and as the X rays will penetrate apparently opaque bodies, so 
there is a greater light, a light that penetrates the understanding and 
makes luminous the present, reaches into the pre-mortal past and casts its 
refulgent rays into the future, even beyond this vale of tears. 

This light emanates from the source of all light, the Great Eternal 
Father, and is conferred upon his children on conditions of their compli- 
ance with certain laws. All blessings, temporal or spiritual, are obtained 
only by compliance with such laws as pertain thereto. To obtain the 
benefits of electricity it is necessary to follow strictly the laws of electrical 
science, and the same in regard to all the mechanical powers, and the least 
deviation from their laws will cut off the desired results; so it is with the 
powers of heaven, strict compliance with law is necessary in order to get 
the benefits thereof. 

The key-note to obtaining the wonderful gift of the Spirit was given to 
the Jews assembled on the day of Pentecost, by Peter, the chief Apostle. 
After they were convinced that Jesus was verily the Redeemer that was 
to come, being pricked in their hearts, they cried out, “Men and brethren, 
what shall we do!“ The answer came: “Repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” This is a wonderful promise 
and one that is of jnestimable worth to all. This Holy Ghost is, “a pearl 
of great price,” for which a man might profitably part with all his worldly 
possessions. 

First—This Holy Ghost is a Comforter to make the heart glad as a 
recompense for al] worldly sacrifices made in the service of the Lord. Its 
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soothing inffuence will heal the wounded heart, dry the mourner’s tears 
and give courage and faith to bear patiently all the ills that environ 
human life. The Apostle says, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against 
such there is no law.” 

Second—It is a witness. The Savior said, “But when the Comforter is 
come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me.” From Paul we 
learn, “The Spirit itself beareth witaess with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God.” 

Third—As a teacher “he shall teach you all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” Again, “he will 
guide you into all truth.” John says, “But the anointing which ye have 
received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: 
but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is 
no lie, and even as it hath taugbt you, ye shall abide in him.” 

Fourth—As a prompter “the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same 
hour what ye ought to say,” also the Holy Ghost shall “bring all things 
to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” 

Fifth—As a guide it is indispensable. The Savior said, “Howbeit when 
he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth.” That it 
is a positive necessity for the salvation of humanity is made plain by the 
saying of Jesus to Nicodemus: Except a man be born of water and of — 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.’ 

Sixth—The Spirit is a revealer of future events and of the things of God, 
as is attested by the promise of Jesus that “whatsoever he (the Spirit of 
truth) shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to 
come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show 
it unto you.” 

Seventh—It is a principle of power, for Jesus said to the Apostles, 
“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me,” etc. Faith comes by that Spirit and 
by faith all the wonderful miracles recorded in the sacred volume were 
performed. 

By this power the world was created, Enoch and his people were taken 
up, Noah was saved from the flood, the children of Israel were led out of 
bondage, the walls of Jericho were thrown down, the three Hebrew chil- 
dren were preserved from the fire, Daniel escaped destruction in the lions’ 
den, and prison walls were opened to release the servants of God. It is 
the light and life of the universe, and without it this earth would be void 
and desolate. It is the power that animates the seed, paints the flower, 
flavors the fruit, carries through evaporation the moisture from the ocean 
to vivify the land and cause life to spring forth on every hand. This is 
the active principle in the glorious sunlight, and it also enlightens the 
human understanding. Gravitation, electricity, magnetism, the expansive 
force of gases together with all visible phenomena are only different mani- 
festations of this same power, which proceeds from the mind of Deity. 
The discoveries made by men in all these things are the effects of the 
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operation of that “Light, which lighteth every wan that cometh into the 
world.” Yet many will not acknowledge that “Light,” but claim for 
themselves all the honor and glory. 

As these powers can be manipulated only by strictly complying with 
the laws of each different manifestation, so the higher powers of this 
Spirit, called in the scriptures the Holy Ghost, can be enjoyed by those 
only who have fitted and prepared their hearts for its reception, by faith 
in God, the Father, and His Son, Jesus Christ, and who have sincerely 
repented of their sins and received a remission of the same by being buried 
with Christ in baptism and coming forth in newness of life, thereby ob- 
taining for themselves the efficacy of the atoning blood of Christ; and 
then it is conferred by one commissioned of Jesus Christ to do so. After 
this if the recipient will follow the dictation of the Spirit it will guide 
him into all truth and fit him for a place in the celestial kingdom of our 
God. A. W. 


A WORD ON “THE STAR.” 


For over sixty years the Star has been practically the official organ 
of the Church in the British Isles; to it the Elders have looked for counsel, 
notices of appointments and releases, Utah news in brief, items of business, 
discourses of the authorities, and letters from local and foreign correspon- 
dents in regard to missionary life and work; it has been the one portable 
and preservable organ of the British Elders and the British Mission, Be- 
cause of this character as a record, we have often been surprised that so 
few Elders valued it enough to buy, bind and preserve it, particularly 
when it was part of their individual history and the printed representa- 
tive of the special work in which they found delight and enjoyment. 

We noticed a few days ago, an order on file from one of the Conferences 
here, for ten bound copies of the present or current volume when com- 
pleted, and we felt like congratulating the purchasers on their forethought 
and evident interest; it will be a pleasant thing for them when home to 
rehearse their travel by pointing out places where they labored, and 
notices of their Conferences and general work. 

It is over twenty years since in Liverpool was issued the two volumes 
in which we took an active part, and, while we possess the full series, we 
always feel as if there was a special charm about those which outlined our 
thought and action of the long ago; the whole series is now invaluable, our 
individual two are “above price” to us; and it would be pleasant if every 
Elder in Utah who has been in this mission, and those here now, would 
seek to possess themselves of as many consecutive volumes as they could 
afford ; they would not only be the nucleus of a good library, but they would 
be a veritable library of themselves, full of doctrine, full of history, full 
of inspiration, full of knowledge, of travel, and of intellectual wealth, being 
unlike the daily paper which is often encumbered with unread advertise- 
- mente, and at the best is quite ephemeral, coming and being consumed 
by fire almost upon the day of its issue; and then withal, the Star is so 
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devoid of trashy things or matter, that the most refined can place it upon 
any centre table or within reach of any child with safety and advantage. 
N. 


A wteTrer from Elder Henry C. Brown, who left England for his home 
in the mountains, August 3, gives the information that he and those with 
him arrived home on August 18 all well. They had a pleasant voyage 
except one or two days, but the trip across the continent was rather un- 
pleasant on account of having to change cars so often, sometimes having 
to stand up or go into the smoking car. We wish to say, by the way, that 
this condition prevails on account of our not having permanent arrange- 
ments with the railway companies; but remedies will soon be applied and 
our people well cared for. 

Although he appreciates the privilege of associating with his parents 
and friends at home, he expresses the warmest feelings for the Elders, 
Saints and friends with whom he associated in this country. 


On Saturday, September 2, Presidents Lyman and McMurrin made a 
visit to Manchester and attended a priesthood meeting in the afternoon. 
The Elders reported their labors and all seemed encouraged at the pros- 
pects. In the evening they held two open air meetings in different parts, 
President Lyman speaking at one and President McMurrin at the other. 
Both had good audiences and good attention. President McMurrin had 
the experience of having to speak so loud as to be heard in opposition 
to a brass band that commenced playing near by. On Sunday afternoon © 
President Lyman spoke at a meeting in Oldham and President McMurrin 
in Manchester. They found the Saints feeling well and the Elders enthu- 
siastic in their labors, especially in the matter of street meetings. 


A TELEGRAM from President Ben E. Rich to President Lorenzo Snow 
announces the death at Berzelia, Georgia, of Elder Thomas H. Bell of 
Glenwood, Utah, of heart failure, after a week’s illness of fever. Elder 
Bell was set apart for his mission to the Southern States on the 18th of 
April last. 

Wanrtep.—Information is desired concerning the whereabouts of Mor- 
decai Williams, a Latter-day Saint, who left Stockton-on-Tees for Utah 
about the year 1887. Please address Daniel Evans, 82 Queens Road, 
Jarrow-on-Tyne, England.—Utah papers please copy. 


Wantep.—Information is desired by Mrs. Pearson, of Halifax, in regard 
to a Miss Farrar who left Morley Bottom about twenty-seven years ago 
for Utah. Please address H. W. Naisbitt, 42 Islington, Liverpool. Utah 
papers please copy. 

RELEASES. — Elder John Farr of the Nottingham Conference has been 
honorably released to return home per City of Rome from Glasgow, Sep- 
tember 28, 1899. 

Elder Joseph Davis of the London Conference has been honorably re- 
leased to return home on account of failing health, to sail from Glasgow 
on the s,s, City of Rome. 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


Extpers James W. Lesvgur and Elias W. Doney write as follows from 
the Channel Islands: 


“We have been in Guernsey now two months and the prospects are 
bright. We held a few open-air meetings in the dry season, but it is so 
damp here that one gets hoarse soon. We loan many books and are in- 
vited into a number of houses where we often spend the evening talking 
to whole families, and sometimes neighbors are called in to hear our ex- 
planations of the message we bear. 

“The newspaper fraternity are helping us by notifying the inbabitants 
of our meetings and speaking in our favor. Papers from outside the island 
coming here exaggerate things so that even the common people doubt the 
veracity of their statements. 

“We get a respectable attendance at our meetings. The St. Julian’s 
Hall, where we hold our meetings, is one of the finest halls in the Channel 
Islands, and is widely known. 

Some believe our glad message, and we are expecting in the near future 
a harvest of righteous souls.” 


NOT ORDINANCES ONLY, BUT LIFE. 


From the continual reiteration of the first principles by the Elders, both 
to members and non-members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, it is not improbable that a few may have imbibed the idea that 
understanding and obedience to these alone, constitute all that there is of 
true religion, and yet they are but the introductory, the initiatory or pre- 
liminary outposts, so to speak, of what is eventually to be that ultimate 
called a religious life. 

Religion does not consist altogether in ordinances and cerewonies, though 
these may be aids or auxiliaries in the direction determined upon, and 
without this, forms however beautiful, suggestive or imbued with power 
and efficacy, will not bring that condition called salvation unless there is 
a correspondence wrought out in detail wherever action is legitimate. 

It is a faithful saying that, “without faith it is impossible to please 
God,” but the character of that faith 1s only determined by its manifesta- 
tion in the practical acts of life; “faith,” it is said, “is the gift of God,” 
and when given, in its exercise it must be in the line of the Giver, it must 
be good or goodness. Faith must be exhibited in works, as one of old 
said, “Pure religion before God and the Father is this, to visit the father- 
less and the widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from 
the world.” 

After all, this is a very narrow limit to the manifestations cf true faith, 
for nothing is here said as to a man’s relationship to God Himself, so an- 
other writer said, He that cometh unto God, must believe that He is, and 
that He is the rewarder of all them that diligently seek Him.” So that 
religion means more than philanthropy, or sympathy, or personal purity 
from worldly contamination, for “faith worketh by love” and “love is the 
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fulfilling of the law,” not the law of carnal commandments surely, for 
there was little sympathy in that, it was “an eye for an eye, and a tooth 
for a tooth.” 

So faith becomes “the evidence of things not seen,” and the man of true 
faith is filled with the power thereof; he “walks” by it, and his faith, 
practical and demonstrative is “counted unto him for righteousness,” he 
is a lover of God and he loves his neighbor as himself. 

Such faith—living faith, becomes the fundamental force of action, the 
relationship of man to God, and of man to his fellow becomes clearer 
daily under the operations of faith; he sees things in a new light, mayhap 
at first “as through a glass darkly,” but comprehension brings repentance, 
there is a sense of unworthiness, of failure, of sin; weakness is magnified, 
error becomes abhorrent, to retrace or to avoid a renewal of the past, 
becomes the first thought, the glorious evidences of a divine sorrow; he 
“ceases to do evil, he learns to do well.” 

He begins to see the folly of human device; divine intent and purpose 
it is seen, are as far beyond the range of ordinary wisdom as of specula- 
tion, and the lessons of “the Great Teacher,” the one Exemplar, the un- 
doubted Savior, arrest his attention; sinner though he may be, repentant 
as he is, anxious as he has become, he finds there is “a fountain opened 
for sin and for uncleanness,” and like Paul he arises, and in baptism he 
“washes away his sins” calling upon “the name of the Lord”; his heart 
is made to “rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.“ 

While in this condition of obedience, through faith and by repentance 
and then baptism, the same authority “lays hands upon him for the gift 
of the Holy Ghost,” and the neophyte or convert is thus brought where, 
if he so elects, all the powers of the Priesthood on earth and all the powers 
of the heavens are in unison to make of him “a new creature in Christ 
Jesus,” having “been buried with Christ in baptism” he hath “put on 
Christ,” and obedience to that Spirit which is the spirit of promise is equiv- 
alent to having “God working in him to will and to do of his good pleasure.” 

Surely, if any one is entitled to be considered as saved, this is the man; 
faith, repentance, baptism and the laying on of hands—the four first prin- 
ciples of the Gospel according to the testimony of Paul, have been attended 
to and received, and yet itis “he that endureth to the end that shall be 
saved; and with all these preliminaries and blessings the well taught 
convert, the one that has “just put on the armor is not rejoicing as he that 
taketh it off,” he begins to comprehend the struggle, he cannot say it is 
finished,” he is in the school but he is not a scholar, he is in the Church 
but only as “a babe in Christ.” 

The necessity of progress, education, development, is forced upou hiw, he 
needs, as he sees it under the inspiration from on high, to use all diligence 
to “add to his faith, virtue; to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge tem- 
perance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness, and to 
godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness charity,” indeed, 
all through the Apostolic teaching it was the conduct—the life, which was 
to be the touchstone as to the efficacy of the Gospel and membership in 
the Church. 8 
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All the ordinances and ablutions, all the power of faith, and the efficacy 
of repentance, all of the indwelling Spirit, of gifts, blessings and signs, of 
organization and authority were but aids and adjuncts, auxiliaries and 
appliances to be utilized in the accomplishment of that intent as forcibly 
expressed by one of the Apostles, “Called of God to be Saints.” 

Where this life, this manifestation of power, of principle, of obedience, 
and of sacrifices is not seen, there is failure; but in no way can this be 
charged to the Gospel or to truth; it rests with ignorance, half-hearted- 
ness, misuse, misapplication or perversion of that which is divine and 
must be perfect and sufficient in the very nature of things, for man can 
be brought into communion with the heavens, he can be the subject as 
he is the object of inspiration, he can live in the light und receive intelli- 
gence, he can be delivered from self and redeemed from sin, he can secure 
unto himself through the atonement and by obedience to commandment, 
exaltation and eternal life; and no process outside of that which was 
God-devised and Christ-revealed and freely offered on simple conditions, 
can bring to pass that “great salvation” which man needs and heaven 
intended for full redemption and for perfect bliss. 

There is not, cannot be any dubiety in commending that which God 
approves, which Jesus Christ the Mediator established, and which his 
successors, the Apostles, testified of, until maddened human opposition 
backed by all the powers of darkness finally swept it from the earth, to 
so remain until “the times of restitution” dawned, of which God, angels 
and men have testified to this generation, and for which the Elders now 
“cry aloud and spare not,” lifting up their voice like a trumpet, warning 
men every where of the day of blessing and the day of calamity, and the 
second appearance of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ without sin unto 
salvation. Amen. N. 


A GROWING MENACE TO THE FUTURE OF FRANCE. 


WHEN any country—no matter what its name, ite resources, or its career 
of glory—shows a falling off in its birth-rate, and consequently in the 
natural increase of its population, then woe to the prospects and power 
of that nation! Where people die in larger numbers than children are 
born, it is easy to see that, unless immigration from other localities comes 
to the rescue, utter extinction is only a matter of time, and the length of 
this time can be calculated with certainty from the statistics given. A 
small stream running into the top of a cistern, in the bottom of which 
there is an open place of escape for a larger stream, will never fill the 
cistern—nay, it will not prevent the contents of the cistern from dropping 
lower and lower until it shall finally be entirely empty. 

Such a comparison may be deemed to fit the case of the mighty republic 
of France. For years the number of births of native French has not 
equalled the number of deaths—it has seemed to be a sick branch of the 
tree comprising the human race. Worse even than this is the fact that 
this malady, this process of extinction, is spreading from province to 
province and threatens to become universal. More than one of the great 
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races of antiquity owe their downfall to a condition like unto this. How 
then can France, which is rather fond of the argument in other matters 
that “what has been, may again be,” hope to escape the in, pending doom? 

The cause is as plain as the effect itself. A large share of the married 
population will not assume parental responsibility. Untrue to themselves 
and their country, they are also untrue to nature and to nature's God. 
They resort to that awful crime which may not be dwelt upon at length 
in these columns, but the penalties of which no guilty person can escape. 
Over half of the families of France, according to recent figures. were not 
represented by an average of two children each. For every 1000 married 
women it was computed that there were each year 115 births, while in 
some other countries the rate was more than twice this figure. If the 
“survival of the fittest” means anything, it must mean that the decline 
of France is as sure as the light of day. 

It is not uninteresting to note, however, that the larger families are to 
be found among the common people, the lower classes so-called, and that 
these are principally Roman Catholic in religion. The practices by which 
the bearing of children are prevented, are strictly forbidden by that 
church, and something of a crusade has been started by zealous priests 
in some places against the iniquity. It is altogether to the credit of that 
church that it has set ite face like flint against the evil, and in the interest 
of humanity it is sincerely to be hoped that a reformation may be brought 
about before it is too late to be of avail. 

The children of the Saints ought to rejoice that they live under condi- 
tions and a spirit which place the highest value upon child life, and which 
glory in the purity, the strength, and the abundance of posterity. Each 
child that is born is regarded as a precious gift from Heaven—one more 
spirit permitted to gain the experiences and rewards of mortality. Dis- 
aster waits upon any people that hath not the desire for numerous children, 
and that faileth in its duty in caring for them Juvenile Instructor. 


POETRY. 
THE SABLE MESSENGER. 
There was grief in the heartofthemother— Thy father has sent for thee, Leah,“ 


A sorrow unspeakably deep, The messenger whispering said, 

And the loving young sister and brother And stood with with his long sable mantle 
Stole out of the chamber to weep. - Enveloping even bis head. 

Each friend that stood by felt the shadow, “T'was rumored that never a mortal 
The cold, creeping shadow of woe, Dared look in the face such as he, 

As in trembling and tears they awaited Lest eyesight be blasted or even 
The moment when Leah must go. He cease of the living to be. 

Afar to some beautiful country How black was that long shrouding mantle! 
Beyond the wide horizon’s rim, How hollow that voice and how low! 

So far and so lovely none ever And Leah clung close to her mother, 
Returned from its boundaries dim; And shuddered, and dreaded to go. 

Her father had years ago journeyed, „O mother, I fear this dark stranger,” 
Left wife and sweet little ones all — She panted in tremulous tone, 

But here is a messenger from him, „I know not the way—is there danger? 


His dearly loved Leah to call. Ob, must 1 go, mother, alone?” 
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